Physiology of the Eye. Irving Fatt pp 232 £13 Sevenoaks: Butterworths 1978 This book has been developed from a series of lectures given to optometry students. It is written to complement rather than supplement volume 1 of Davson's 'The Eye'; there is more emphasis on biophysics and less on biochemistry. The author has copied Davson's chapter arrangement to allow easy comparison.
The author's well-known interest in the cornea is reflected in this book as this section occupies about half the volume. As most of the intended readers will be involved in contact lens work this emphasis is not unreasonable. Other sections of the book are less useful. There is an unnecessarily detailed discussion of indentation tonometry which is a method now superseded by applanation tonometry. It is surprising to note that a tonometer may be placed on an unanaesthetized cornea. It is noted on page 8 that there is no convincing evidence for the existence of a membrane surrounding the vitreous, but by page 77 its presence is accepted. There are numerous other inconsistencies and factual errors which detract from the value of the book.
It is not clear who will benefit from this book although it does provide a useful review of the literature on the cornea. It does leave one with an admiration for the presumed knowledge of physics and mathematics of the optometry student.
] H KELSEY

Ophthalmic Surgeon Moorfield's Eye Hospital
A Colour Atlas of Gynaecological Surgery, vol 2 Abdominal Operations for Benign Conditions D H Lees & A Singer pp 288 £26 London: Wolfe Medical 1978
In the first volume of this six-volume work the authors explained their methods of using hundreds of colour photographs for each volume taken serially to illustrate the steps of standard and more complex gynaecological operations. Where a photograph might not be quite clear, line drawings with explanations beside them were appended.
In this volume on abdominal surgery the authors have certainly been braver than other writers of textbooks, in that they have photographed those procedures that are really difficult to perform (and to illustrate), such as the removal of stuck-down endometriotic cysts, cervical and isthmial fibroids and what they call pseudobroad ligament cysts.
Each surgeon must do and must teach what suits his own hands and his patients best, and each pupil must adapt for himself because surgery is an art and cannot be mass-produced. Most of the techniques described are standard and acceptable, but it is at least questionable whether the advantages gained by draining the spaces left after removal of fibroids into the uterine cavity justify the increased risk of adenomyosis and endometriosis that can follow this procedure. Further, searching for the ureter in order not to damage it may sometimes increase rather than decrease the risk to that structure, although, of course, it must be sought in many of these difficult operations. Yet it has proved singularly unphotogenic and sometimes the arrows to illustrate it and the numbering confuse rather than explain. There is a special difficulty in recognizing the numbers when they are printed on top of shiny metal instruments, and ifit is possible in the next printing to alter this feature it might perhaps be better to place the numbers beside the forceps or retractor indicated. The overall redness of the illustrations, which is more pronounced than in the first volume must make it difficult for surgeons who have not previously performed some of the operations to recognize the anatomy easily.
These criticisms of detail do not detract from the enthusiasm with which I greeted volume 1 and look forward to volume 3 because this work is a landmark precisely because it tackles problems that any team would find difficult to overcome, and it tackles so very many of them, so very well. The American Academy of Ophthalmology organizes annual symposia at a scholarly level with each participant providing lucid reviews and growing points in therapeutics. There are ten excellent chapters embracing prostaglandin inhibitors in uveitis, immunotherapy in the control of malignant disease and prevention of metastases, topical disodium cromoglycate for allergic conjunctivitis, slow release artificial tears, and timolol and divalyl epinephrine for glaucoma. This is a slim 123 page volume which is essential browsing for every medical and surgical ophthalmologist. The second edition of this work, which first appeared in 1972, has been revised by one of the original co-authors, Claire Brackman Keane, who draws on her experience in nursing education. It is intended for the use of the paramedical professions and can be recommended on the basis of the brevity of most of its entries.
VICTOR BLOOM
Editor
